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The red heifer ritual was established in the Mosaic Law; in the interval since that time, Judaism has added
many standards to what was originally a straightforward, rather simple set of instructions. Talmudic tradition
speaks of the type of rope the red heifer was to be bound with, the direction it was to face when being
slaughtered, the words spoken by the priest, the wearing of sandals during the ritual, etc. The rabbinical rules
listed many things that would disqualify a red heifer from being sacrificed: if she had been ridden or leaned
on, if she had a garment placed over her, if a bird had rested on her, and if she had two black or white hairs,
among many other conditions.

According to rabbinical tradition, there have been nine red heifers sacrificed since Moses’ time. Since the
destruction of the second temple, no red heifers have been slaughtered. The rabbi Maimonides (1135—1204)
taught that the tenth red heifer would be sacrificed by the Messiah Himself. Those who anticipate the
construction of a third temple are eager to find a red heifer that meets all the conditions, because the red
heifer ashes will be necessary to purify the new temple. Many consider that the appearance of a red heifer
will herald the construction of the temple and the return of Christ. According to the Temple Institute, a group
advocating the construction of a third temple, a flawless red heifer was born in August 2018 in Israel.

According to the futurist timeline of eschatology, there will indeed be a third temple of God in Jerusalem.
Jesus prophesied a desecration of the temple during the tribulation (Matthew 24:15; cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:4);
for that to occur, there obviously will have to be a temple in Jerusalem to desecrate. Assuming that those who
dedicate the end-times temple follow Jewish law, they will need the ashes of a red heifer, mixed with water,
for the ceremonial cleansing. If a blemish-free red heifer has truly been born, it could be seen as one more
piece falling into place leading up to the fulfillment of biblical prophecy.



https://www.gotquestions.org/Herod-third-temple.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/Maimonides.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/futurist-Revelation.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/end-times-temple.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2024.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/2%20Thess%202.4
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